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Partisanship plays an important role in most advanced democracies, but has received little scholarly attention in

developing democracies, where party-voter linkages are thought to be more transactional and unstable. Recent research

finds that self-reported party attachment abounds in these contexts too, but we still know little about what motivates

such attachments. In this paper, we draw on original survey data from India to explore the meaning of partisanship in a

context rife with patronage politics and ethnic voting. We find high levels of partisan attachment, using both self-

reported measures and affect-based partisanship scores. Contrary to the dominant narrative in India, we find that voters

talk about partisanship as long-lasting and related not only to favors and social identity, but also to parties' ideological

positions. Using experimental vignettes to probe what motivates partisanship, we find a strong effect on self-reported

partisanship of information about the ideological commitments of major parties. Information about ethnic favoritism

only produce an effect among voters who have received direct benefit from the government. The findings provide

evidence against the conception of voters in the developing world being mostly concerned with their own material

benefits and draw attention to the under-studied role of ideology in forging party-voter linkages.
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