
The first elections on the basis of universal adult suffrage formed a critical moment in 
India’s endeavour to establish itself, against many odds, as a democratic state. This was 
the first trial of the idea that power is derived from the people. Taking women, who 
formed about half of the electorate, as a lens to gauge how the popular authorisation of 
the government was acted upon, the paper explores women’s registration, representation 
and participation in the run-up to, and during India’s first elections. It sheds light on 
the role of women in democratic state building during the early days of the republic.
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