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“A Massive Bomb Went Up”:
Religious Communities’ Affective Trajectories Through The COVID-19 Pandemic in Berlin 

The COVID-19 pandemic impacts religious practice as profoundly as religion shapes people’s response

to the pandemic. Drawing on recent surveys by one of Berlin’s largest interreligious initiatives as well as

in-depth interviews with members of various religious communities in the city, this paper attends to

multiple affective and emotional facets of this mutuality and explores how the groups ‘feel their way’

through the pandemic. How do religious communities with distinct political positions within Berlin’s

highly diverse religious landscape affectively respond to the challenges the pandemic poses to their

belief and hitherto unquestioned ethical certainties? How do they struggle with lockdown-related

restrictions on religious gatherings and routines? Which difficulties do they experience in their attempts

to sustain a sense of collectivity and belonging, and which impact does the pandemic have on

relationships of care within particular groups in emotional, material, and conceptual terms?
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