
MASTER OF ARTS IN CULTURAL AND RELIGIOUS 
HISTORY OF SOUTH ASIA

This program aims to enable students to conduct research relating to the cultural and religious history of South 
Asia, based on texts in Sanskrit and other South Asian languages. 

Students acquire a comprehensive and strengthened knowledge of the contents of the subject area especially 
regarding the methodological and theoretical foundations of Ethno-indology. The focus on Sanskrit facilitates 
the study and interpretative analyses of primary sources with the methods of philology and comparative lingu-
istics and situates them in their historical contexts and also their later reception. It also encourages students 
to pursue a second language, e.g., Pali or one of the other eight languages offered at the South Asia Institute.

The South Asia Institute is Europe’s leading center for South Asian Studies with an active international research 
network. Together with our branch offices in several South Asian countries, we provide an ideal platform for 
interdisciplinary applied learning and research.

Application Deadlines for international students: 
Application Deadline for Summer Semester 2023: 31. March 2023

Application Deadline for Winter Semester 2023/24: 30. September 2023

Applicants are advised to start the application process early, especially if they require visas.

Applicants must hold an above average Bachelor’s degree in one of the focus areas or a related discipline. They 
must also provide proof of knowledge of Sanskrit, equivalent at least to four semester study of the language in 
a university or equivalent level institution or proof of knowledge of Sanskrit of an equivalent level gained other-
wise. The admission committee may conduct a test to ascertain the level of knowledge of Sanskrit language.

More details on MAKRS: https://www.sai.uni-heidelberg.de/sasweb/graduate/makrs.html
Further application details: https://www.sai.uni-heidelberg.de/sasweb/admission/ 
Email: suedasienstudien@sai.uni-heidelberg.de


