Obituary for Dr. Alokeranjan Dasgupta

On Tuesday, November 17, 2020, Dr. Alokeranjan Dasgupta peacefully passed away in his house
in Leutershausen, in the presence of his partner Elisabeth Günther. Born on October 6, 1933, in Kolkata, the
poet and literary scholar reached the blessed age of 87 years. Nonetheless, his demise is a painful rupture for
many SAI members, ex-students and students, colleagues and his extended circle of friends. Until a few
weeks ago he was as active as ever, busy with his writing, interviews, telephone calls and more such things.
In February 2020, his last volume of poetry titled Bastuharar pahartali, approximately "Valley of the
Shelterless", appeared on the occasion of the Kolkata Book Fair. Countless condolences are reaching us these
days from South Asia, especially from West Bengal, and again mark the extraordinary position he held in the
Bengali-speaking public.
Alokeranjan Dasgupta had taught Comparative Literature at Jadavpur University before he came to Germany in
1975 as a Humboldt fellow. Here, he taught Bengali language and literature at the Department of lndology II,
the current Department of Modern South Asian Languages and Literatures. Together with his colleagues at the
SAI, particularly with Lothar Lutze and Günther Sontheimer, he pursued numerous literary and cultural projects,
as, among other things, the issues of the South Asian Digesttestify.
But first of all he was a poet. Beginning with Yaubanbaul, the book that earned him early fame and his literary
breakthrough in the 1950s, he has authored about 50 volumes of Bengali poetry and earned numerous prizes
for his writings, among them the Sahitya Akademi Award. He is considered one of the four most important
Bengali poets of his generation. Apart from his academic oeuvre, we also need to high light his many
translations of German literature into Bengali - including such authors as Goethe, Hölderlin, Wilhelm
Busch and Sara Kirsch.
Wit, language games, cosmopolitan outlook, indestructible humanism, as weil as tongue-in-cheek
provocations were characteristic not only of his writings, but equally his daily conversations. Many of his
students and colleagues have been inspired and conditioned by his character. He was a true believer in the
SAl's mission of academic pursuits and cultural communication and mediation - always true to the institute
and curious to hear the news. We have lost one of the most creative spirits the institute has so far hosted. Our
sincerest wishes are with him, and the memories will linger on.

