
Pān. ini Crash Course

About two and a half millenia ago, the grammarian Pān. ini provided a description of

Sanskrit language. His work is called As.t.ādhyāyı̄ as it consists of eight chapters that

contain some 4000 short aphorisms (sūtras). Pān. ini employs a very sophisticated meta-

language in order to assure mathematical perfection and utmost brevity in the formula-

tion of his rules.

This intensive course will focus on the grammatical processes, meta-linguistic con-

ventions and well developed techniques of representation of linguistic information in

As.t.ādhyāyı̄.

It aims to introduce this grammar to students and scholars of linguistics and informatics

and no prior knowledge of Sanskrit is required.

Person: Anand Mishra studied Mathematics at the Indian Institute of Technology, Kan-

pur, India and Computational Linguistics and Classical Indology in Heidelberg. At pre-

sent he is working in the department of Cultural and Religious History of South Asia,

Heidelberg University. His main reserach interests are knowledge representation and ri-

tual studies. He is also associated with the Collaborative Research Center 619 “Ritual

Dynamics” at Heidelberg University.

Time: 12. - 16.9.2011, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

The course starts at 2 p.m. on Monday the 12th.

Place: Heinrich-Heine-Universität Düsseldorf, Building 23.21, Room 02.61

Organizers: Wiebke Petersen, Silke Hamann, Simone Soubusta

(Institut für Sprache und Information)


